Trivia quiz: Bountiful Beer

January 2010 marked the 75" anniversary (January 24, 1935)

of the first canned beer and the 185™ anniversary of the tin can

patent (January 19, 1825). Why did it take 110 years for people

to figure out how to put beer in cans? Until a vinyl liner for the tin cans
was invented, beer in cans exploded, literally bursting the can’s seam.
Canned beer was an immediate hit, but production stopped during World
War Il because of rationing. After the war, production of the now
stackable, space-saving and more durable beer containers sky-rocketed,
as did metal kegs, which gave beer a longer shelf life.

Do you know the truth about beer?

1.

The oldest known written recipe is for beer — found on Babylonian clay
tablets from over 6000 years ago.
a. True b. False

. According to The Code of Hammurabi of ancient Babylonia (c. 1750 B.C.)

a merchant could be put to death for
a. brewing beer without a license b. diluting beer

. 13" century “Good King Wenceslas” may have earned his name for

convincing the Pope to allow the brewing of beer in Czech territories.
a. True b. False

The Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock because of a beer shortage. They
had planned to sail further south to a warm climate, but according to the

Mayflower log, ". . . we could not now take time for further search (to land
our ship), our victuals being much spent, especially our beer."
a. True b. False

. Until 1750 when beer began to be sold in bottles, people took a special

bucket to their local tavern to be filled for home use.
a. True b. False

. To get rid of the foam at the top of beer (the head), stick your fingers in it.

a. True b. False

. A'labeorphilist is a collector of beer mats.

a. True b. False

. Cenosillicaphobia is the fear of pubs.

a. True b. False

. Tossing salted peanuts in a glass of beer makes the peanuts dance.

a. True b. False

© 2011 Wiser Now, Inc./K. Laurenhue — Sample MindPlay Connections™ Page 1



10.

11.

12.

13.

The first six-pack of beer was produced by the Pabst Brewery in the 1940s
on the theory that most people entertained two other couples at a time; one
six-pack would provide one beer for each.
a. True
b. False

In Canada, beer is sold in vending machines, by street
vendors and in the train stations.

a. True

b. False

The portable beer cooler was invented in France in the 1950s.

a. True { S

b. False

In Germany there is a beer ice cream in popsicle form. Its alcohol content is
lower than that of classic beer.
a. True b. False

14. The most expensive beer (at $52 US/bottle) is called “Tutankhamen” and

is prepared according to the recipe recovered by a group of University of
Cambridge archaeologists in Queen Nefertiti’'s Temple of the Sun in

Egypt.
a. True b. False

Resources: There are an enormous number of websites devoted to beer trivia. | cannot
vouch for their accuracy, but here are my sources:

* http://www.burp.com.au/beer _trivia.htm

* http://www.foodreference.com/html/fbeer.html

* http://www.beermachine.com/files/beer-trivia.htm

« http://www.professorshouse.com/food-beverage/wine-and-spirits/beer-facts-

trivia.aspx
Answers:
1. a. True 2. b. diluting beer
3. a. True; Czechs still drink more beer per capita than anyone in the world.
4. a. True 5. b. False; until 1850 6. a. True; or slurp it up
7. b. False; a labeorphilist collects beer bottles; a tegestologist collects beer mats.
8. b. False; it’s the fear of an empty glass.
9. a. True; drinking too much can have the same effect.
10. b. False; the brewery conducted studies which found six cans were the ideal weight

for the average housewife to carry home from the store.
11. b. False; but in Japan it’s true.
12. b. False; it was invented at that time in Australia.
13. a. True
14. a. True
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